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the men were left standing by them, the rest of the
party again proceeding to the orchard.

The interest of the smugglers in the next manoeuvres
of their enemies became painfully intense. Only about
thirty tubs had been secreted in the lumber of the
tower, but seventy were hidden in the orchard, making
up all that they had brought ashore as yet, the remainder
of the cargo having been tied to a sinker and dropped
overboard for another night's operations. The Pre-
ventives, having re-entered the orchard, acted as if
they were positive that here lay hidden the rest of the
tubs, which they were determined to find before night-
fall. They spread themselves out round the field, and
advancing on all fours as before, went anew round
every apple-tree in the enclosure. The young tree In
the middle again led them to pause, and at length the
whole company gathered there in a way which signified
that a second chain of reasoning had led to the same
results as the first.

When they had examined the sod hereabouts for
some minutes, one of the men rose, ran to a disused
part of the church where tools were kept, and
returned with the sexton's pickaxe and shovel, with
which they set to work.

* Are they really buried there?' said the minister,
for the grass was so green and uninjured that it
was difficult to believe it had been disturbed. The
smugglers were too interested to reply, and presently
they saw, to their chagrin, the officers stand several
on each side of the tree; and, stooping and applying
their hands to the soil, they bodily lifted the tree and
the turf around it. The apple-tree now showed itself
to be growing in a shallow box, with handles for lifting
at each of the four sides. Under the site of the tree
a square hole was revealed, and an officer went and
looked down.

' It is all up now/ said Owlett quietly. * And now
all of ye get down before they notice we are here ; and
be ready for our next move. I had better bide here
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